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wool 


A 


DISCOURSE 
Ecclefiaſtical Commiſſion, &>c. 


pugh I never entertain'd 
£1 agood Opinion of the late 
a> Commiſſion for Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Affairs ; yet concerning 
This ( which is of a very 
differing Nature, and 
| >" has differing Ends ) I 
ſtand thus perſuaded :-/ 


I. Its agreeable to the Laws of the Land. 

Il. It is not prejucicial, but nſeful to the Conyos 
cation, 

III. It tendeth to the well-being of the Church. 

IV. This is a fit Junfure for the putting the deſign. 


of it into execution, 


I. This 
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I. This Commiſſion is agreeable to the Laws of 

the Realm. 

It is founded upon a Legal bottom ; for it is un- 
doubtedly a Right of the King to call any 
number of his Subjects together to adviſe con- 
cerning ſuch things as He ſhall think fit to 
propole to Them. And here 1s no Afting re- 
quired by this Commiſſ;on, but only the Giving 
of Advice. 

[c is further juſtified by ſeveral Preſidents ſince 
the Reformation. 

It was by a Commiſſion that the Commone 

« Seethe Prazer-book was Compiled + in the third year of 
homer of te King Edward VI. the Commiſſioners meeting 


p. 24. of the at his Caſtle of Windſor *. And both the Par- 


Appendix. l; d , dil 'd F 
*Ful.b. xp, ament and ( anvecation readily approv d of , 
p. 386. 4 as is manifeſt by che Preamble of the 


"1 Rh 

Append. p22, It was by Queen Elizabeth's Order, that the 

23,24 SCSecond Book of King Edward ( which had pal- 
ſed in Parliament in the fifth and fixth years 
of his Reign, and. been repealed in the days 
of Queen Mary) was Review'din the farſt year 

* Camb4 E'ix. of Hers « : Which Review being made, 

fenenades and upon it ſome Emendation , the Book 

of theR-riew- was again authoris'd by Act of Parliament, 


ers.in Append. 
p. 25. 


In 
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th the Year 1559, it being reſolv'd that 
the Doftrine of the Church be ſer our, 
as it had been done in King Edward's time, 
the Articles of it began to be prepared =, * Hitt. of Ref. 
Afrer much deliberation , they were com- *** 3 245 
piled by Dr. .Matthew Parker, Archbiſhop of 
(Canterbury, in conjunction with T'wo and 
ewenty Biſhops*. This being done, they \,,...,.. 
pats'd in Convocation in the Year 1562, Names of the 
and were confirm'd by Parliament in the append p22. 
Year 1571, Mr. Fuller believ'd they were 
© compos'd in Convocation ; but Dr. Heylm« puackup. 
b.9 p 72. 


did nor, | 
In the Proclamation of King James the Mo 7-136 


Firſt, entituled, A Proclamation for the Authori- 
fing an Uniformity of the Book of Common-Prayer 
to be uſed throughout the Realm*; there is men- C—_ 
tion of a former Proclamation giving, notice of 4ppend. p. 26, 
the Conference at Hampton-Court about Reli- 
gion, betwixt Conformiſts and Difſenters.. 
| will not inſiſt on this, or-on the Tranſlas 
ting of the Bible, and ſundry other Ecclefia- 
ſtical Matters done without a Convocation 
in that King's Reign : My purpoſe not be- 
ing to diſpute nicely about the Authority of 


All Things that have been done, but only to 
| ſhew 
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ſhew, that greater Things have, without of- 
fence, and without prejudice to the Church, 
been formerly done, either by private Order, 
or by publick Commiſſion or Proclamation, than 
givig MEER ADVICE concerning ſuch 
things as are fit and proper to be laid before 
a Convocation ; which is the preſent Caſe, 
At the Return of King Charles the Second, 
the Liturgy was reviewed by His Commiſſioners , 
. who fate at the Savoy. Reference is had to 
that Commiſſion in the laſt AF of | Uniformity ; 
« See partof and it is, by that At, approved*. Since that 
> 2 time no Law has been made derogatory to 
27 that Power by which the King has granted 
this Commiſſion, 


II. Neither is A Commiſſion, nor THis 
Commiſſion, prejudicial toa Convocation, 
bur uſeful co it, 


A Commiſſion, before a Convocation meets, 
is not prejudicial to it : For ( beſides that ir 
has been hitherto found: beneficial by experi- 


ence) the very Nature of it ſhews its Uſe- 
fulnels, 


That 
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Thar which Commiſſioners do, is only by 
way of preparation, which ſaveth Time and 
Labour, and provideth ſomething, ready far 
the Convocation to go upon. In all Aﬀſem- 
blies, that which is not to be compleated 
without the Major part of them, is begun by 
a few. - 

le is certain, that the Methods of the T'we 
Houſes of Parliament are notexactly the ſame 
with thoſe of the Convocation, which by 
uſing its own, does not ( as a late Querift * * Aemerts 
does ſeem to iafinuate) preſume to preſcribe ro hong 
ro Them. But though the Two Houſes $*;x7 5hour 
have not that Method by a Commiſſion, - yet miſſn,v. 4.5. 
no Member of Parliament, who, either by 
Himlelf, or by-the Adviceof private Friends, 
prepares an uſeful Bill, is'by either of .the 
Houſes reprehended when he: asks: leave' to 

itin, 

For the Convocation, the firſt beginning of 
any thing that is'to be: done there,” cannot 
be made by a Commitree-appointed by ic ſelf. 
For thou the Members can meet by vir-/ 
tne of the King's W r1 T; yer, fince the 4 
concerning the Submiſſion of the "Clergy:  with-* 4n 24 88. 
out the Kinzg's WARRANT, they cannot + 
9 i _._ legally ** 
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legally deliberate upon any one Eccleſi- 
altical Matter. It is therefore by ſome 
Spring without the Houſes, by which the 
King moves, both with reſpe&t to the granting 
aWARRAN T, and to the Matters which 
are debated upon the Authority of it. 

And if the King, who might have proceed- 
ed upon His own Judgment, or upon ver 
private Advice in this Aﬀair, is pleaſed to do 
1t by ſo publick and ſolemn an At as Thact is, 
of iſſuing forth an Eccleſiaſtical Commiſſion, 
the Preparation is the more likely ro be well 
made. 

And this being but Preparation, the Convo- 
cation 1s not prejudg'd orlimited by it, Iris 
the ſubſequent WaRRaNT that limits 
or enlarges their Powers, as it pleaſeth a King, 
and not the _—_— ic ſelf, * The Things 
which by virtue of it, are prepar'd, are Pro» 
poſals fr i not Impoſitions. 

And as a Commiſſion in general, is not a juft 
Grievance to a Convocation ; ſo neither is This 
preſent Commiſſion to be ſo eſteemed. 

_ Either with reſpect to the Power given, or 
eo the Perſons named in it. | 


The 
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The Power given in this Commiſſion, is no more 
than that above-mentioned, of Deliberation, Pre- 
paration and Propoſal, expreſſed i in theſe words, 
— S0 that the Things by you ſo conſidered 
and prepar'd, may be in a readinels to be Offer'd 
to the Convocation at their next meeting, 
and when Approv'd by them, may be pzeſent- 
ed to Us and our Two Houſes of Parliament; that 
if it ſhall be judged fir, they may be eſtabliſ<- 
ed 111-due Fozm of Law- 

"The Perſons employ'd init, are not ſuch as \ Sethe 

may, proba ly 1njure either Church or ain Ih +4 
on; Whether we conſider, 


Their Office and Rank in the Church. | 
Theit Perſonal > Ia 
Or, Their Number, 


By Office, they are all Church-men, andſo 
the more pt ky be skill'd. in che Matters of 


their own Pro | 
By Place, they are, for dh the greater 


part, ſuch men as will ein Convocation, when- 
ſoeverir meets ; they being Biſhops, Dean, 
and driÞdeatons.” 


SS; Their 
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Their Perſonal Qualification; are ſuch, that I 
may preſume to ſay , indifferent Judges will 
not think them incompetent for this Aﬀeair: 


It is true, they have been publickly tra- 


* ALener te duc'din alate Paperof Queries *as A$sS U- 


M1N G men, as men who will think themſelves 


— BounDinHoxNnouk todefend what 
quſſn,p. 1.2, they - ſhall have done; as men'who have 


Tenderneſs and Moderatron enotgh to part 
with any thing but their Church-Pzefer- 
ments. As Men who have a Latitude fo con- 
fozm to a Church de FaQo, which has Power 
on its ſide. . 


Theſe are very hard words, whoſoever 
gave them, and proceed from a "Temper 


ASSUMING enough, to fay no worſe 
of it. | 


There is a great deal of Spite in them, . 
but not a grain either of Truth, Juſtice, or. 
Charity. So far are they from Aſſuming, that 
I have ground to ſay, They have declared amon 
themſelves, That notwithſtanding the offer 0 
' their preſent Opinions, they would not. con- 


clude 
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clude chemſelves , but reſerve a liberty of 
changing their minds, if in Convocation any 
cogent Reaſons which they had not yer 
thought of, were brought before them, 1f 
they were ſuch as that Paper repreſents them, 
yet why is it a Point of Honour to defend mere. 
Propoſals ? And then I would know, by what 
Inftances it appears that they are truly ſuch as 
they are there repreſented, ME x (*) who» Quer.p 4 
conceal their own melmations till. it is time to ſhow 
them. ME N likely to do the Church of Eng- 
land a good turn when opportunity ſerves , and 
which perhaps they imagine now they have : Allen 
ready to facrihice their Canlciences to their 
HoNouRS and PREFERMEN Ts? 
They muſt needs have a great defe&t in their 
Memories, who have forgotten the time when 
thefe very Men, with true Chriſtian Courage, 
hazarded all that was dear to them in this 
world, in order to the ſupport of this Church, 
and the trueReligion profeſſed in it, by refu- 
fing to read a Declaration, which was (l believe) 
on purpoſe framed for the overthrow of our 
Eftablifhment. 

As to the LaT1ITuADE with which 
they ate charg'd ; they did not ſhow it when 
they, 


I0 


. Quzr.p 4 
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they were tri'd; and now ( God be thank'd ) 
they have no Temptation to it; ard | fear 
there may be inthoſe who are, without caule, 
their Enemies, aſlortofk NARROWNESS: 
that 1s not more commendable. 


They have indeed this La TITuDE 
in them, That provided Good be done 
to the Church, they would rejoice in it, 
though even” thoſe who. are their Adver- 
ſaries, ſhould happen to have the doing 
of it. 


For their NUMBE R, it is again (*) ſaid 
falſly and abſurdly, as well as ſpitefully, 
That, as it may happen, our Church may be chang d 
and alter'd, and transformed by N.1 N E men; 
That number of the Querum does ,, by. one, 
exceed that of the intire Body of thoſe who 
by Order review'd the ſecond Book of King 
Edward the Sixth in the firſt of Queen Eliza- 
beth ; for, as Cambden ( where above-cited) 
does aſſure us, there were joined with Dr. Par- 
ker no morethan ſeven Perſons ; bur ſix, ſaith 


+ coHiR. bo. Mr, Fuller |, forgetting Dr. Bill; though after 


[ ” 


conſult. 
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conſulcation with theſe *, the conſent of * K. of Rer 
others was to be deſired. - 17 OY —wm_ 


Neither is it atall probable, that the Nine 
of the Quorum ſhould at any two Meetings 
be but juſt Nine, and thole the very ſame 
Men, 6 


. Bur uppoling the Commiſſioners to be 
Men of ill Delign, yet neither have the 

worum of NINE, nor yet the , whole 
Thirty together ,, Power, given Them: to 
Change; Alter, or Transform 'any thing, -bur 
only to . offer what, in their preſent-Opi- 
nion, is fit to be offered to the Convocation, 


to be there debated ; and after ſuch debate, ro 
be approved or rejected. | 


I confefs there. are ſome Great and Ex: 
cellent Men who are not named in this 
Commiſſion ; Neither -have; we ſuch Hopes 
as ' we moſt earneſtly wiſh -we -could 
have had of their appearing in Conyo- 
cation. ; 


Caf 


But 


12 


* Quzr. p. 5. 
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But whatſoever the Cauſe of that may 
be, ( forit becomes not me to judge Them ), 
and wharloever the Suggeſtions of the 
Quzriſt are X, the Commiſſioners deſign 
nothing ſo unreaſonable, as to ' fear it would 
not® paſs in a Free Conroocation , if Thoſe 
Rerwerend and Judicious Prelates were preſent. 
For thoſe Reverend Fathers of the Church 
have , declared Their Opinions in Conver- 
fation', That Great Improvements ' mighe 
be made both in our Offices and our Diſci- 
plinie ," and ought in due time 'to be lo ; 
and particularly towards Diſſenters , They 
ſolemnly told King James, © That they 
*©-wanted no due Tenderneſs towards Them, 
« but were willing to' come to ſuch a 
*« Temper as ſhould be thought fit, when 
© that Matter ſhould be Conſidered and 
&« Settled in Parliament 'and Convocation. 
And I am confident, They All - ſincerely 
meant the fame thing they To' publickly 
declared. , bh. - 


INI. Burt 
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iS) 


In the Commiſſion it ſelf, there is no unreaſo- [1], 


nable Thing deſign'd, neither is it at all probable 
thar the ic. "5b ſhould pervert the good- Ends 
of It. Bur, by both, the Support and Improve- 
ment and Well-being of the Church is* dire&tly 


aim'd at. 


The Deſign of the Commiſsion is ſet forth in 
theſe Words in the Body of lr. - *UUhereas 
* the particular Forms of Divine Worſhip, and 
© the Rites and Ceremonies appointed to be 
*us'd therein, being Things in their own Na- 
© ture Indifferent and Alterable, and fo ac- 
*knowledg'd ; Ic is but reaſonable that, upon 
: weighty and important Conſiderations, ac- 
* cording to the various Exigences of Times 
' © and Occalions, ſuch Changes and Alterations 
©ſhould be made therein, as to thoſe that are 
&n Place and Authority ſhould from, time to 
© time {ee either —— or expedient. 


* And (hereas the Book of Canons is fit 
©to be reviewd, and made more futable to 
©the State of the Church ; and (lhereas there 
care Defects and Abuſes in the Ecclefaaſtical 


C © Courts - 
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© Courts and Juriſdictions, and particularly 
© there 3s not ſufficient Proviſion made for the 
©Removing of Scandalous Miniſters, and for 
* the Reforming of Mariners either in Mini- 
© ters or People : And 'gmthereag it is moſt fir 
© that there ſhould be a ſtrict Method preſcri- 
© bed for the Examination of ſuch Perſons as 
* defire to be admitted into Holy Orders, both 


*as to their Learning and Manners. 


© We therefore, our of Our Pious and 
© Princely Care for the Good Order, and Edifi. 
© cation, and Uniry of the Church of England 
* committed tro Our Charge and Care; And 
© for the Reconciling, as much SE—_— of 
*all Differences among Our Subjects 
* and to take away all Occaſions of the like 
* for the future, have thought ht to authorize 
*and empower you, &c. and any Nine of 
* you, whereof "Three to be Biſhops, to meer 
© from time to time, as often as {hall be need- 
©ful, and to prepare ſuch Alcerations of the 
© Liturgie: and Canons, and ſuch . Propoſals for 
* the Reformation of Eccleſiaſtical Courts, and 
* ro conſider of ſuch: ocher Marcers as in - your 
* Tudgments may-/ moſt conduce to the Ends 
* above-mentioned. In 


- l COSOS | . 
ccleRal. GEE A OTFE ma 4 "I 


In purſuance of the Senſe of rhele Expreſ 
ſions, it may be ſhewn, 


Thar All Churches, in proceſs of tire, though = ice 34" 


as well conſticuced 2r)firſt as the Cafe would har or Wat at 


bear, may admit of Alterations and [mprove- pervncheregl 


dam, chavge 
ments, (a) ard abolrſh Ce- 


Yemont's oy 
Rites of the 


That our Conſticution was Review Sin Chick dan 
Lxi. and yer, norwithitanding that Review, is Authority, ſo 
capable of this which is now intended. ue Sane, 

T frings 

That what is now &fign'd is for its $up- 

port and Advantage, With reſpe&t both to 


Confouniſis and Dillenters. 


. All:Churches in Proceſs of Tank; chough 
at fiſt as / welt  conſtiruted- a3":che/ Age arid 
Caſe would bear , may admit of Alcerarions 
and Improvements. He who affirms the con- 
_ believes-a Vitþle Church. on 'Earch may, 
;n ſome oneApe,be broughc1o Perfection even 
in. Circumſtanual Things7 which varie- with 
Time, and Place, and Cuſtom : And' he uſes 


an Argument againſt all Reformation from 
C 3 the 
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the time of the Eſtabliſhment of ſuch a 

Scheme. . Upon this falſe Ground it was that 

(a) Hiſt. of (a) Heath and Fecknam , in the Firſt Year of 

ket-p3931 3 Queen Elizabeth, oppos'd the Aft of Uniformity, 
objefting, That theſe Changes were Departures 
from the Standard of the Catbolick Church ; That 
Points once defm'd, were not to be brought again into 
queſtion ; That the Church ſhould be conſtant to it 
ſelf : Forgerting the common Practice of their 
own Church, Ovrs, and every ſound Church, 
is conſtant to it (elf in Subſtantials, and in the 
general frame of Forms of Worſhip ; but in 
Things of an alterable nature it ought not to 
be 1o. 


Where Alterations are fic for the Edification 
of Chriſtians, the real Good of them will 
overweigh the accidental Evil of the Surmize 
of the Ignorant, who may for a Week or two 
fanſfie thar their Religion is chang'd : Neither 
is ſuch Change and Improvement a Reproach 
to Church-men. They are not fickle, who are 
conſtanc in all neceſſary Things, and in Cir- 
cumſtancials affe&t not Change, bur do it when 
Piety, and Peace, and Diſcretion require ic. 


The 


Eccleſraſtical Ce 108, An.-105C 


The Church of Rome it ſelf, though She 
pretends to Igfallibilicy, has not ſhow'd a ſtift- 
neſs againſt All Alterations. . She has made 
very many, and might have made them for 
the Common Good of Chriſtendom, though ſhe 


has fail'd extremely in ir. 


The Roman Breviary now in uſe is called by _ 
themſelves, The Reſtored or Reformed Breviary. 


Their ſhort Latin Service of the Canon of the 
Maſs, has been fo often varied, that it is now 
the leaſt part of its ſelf, Nav, the very Je- 
ſuites themſelves in the diſpoſition of their Bi- | 
bles in their Library at Puri (a) diſtinguiſh ({2#,5% 
their Latin ones into Thoſe Before and thole Jf- 3*: 52-17. 
ter Correction. Corre&ionem. 
Corellinem 
2. Our Conſtitution was review d in LXI. and 
yer norwithſtanding that Review, is capable of 
Another. 


The Commiſſioners of that time did not 
add the laſt hand to that Work, ſo as to render 
it uncapable ever after of being corrected and 
improved. 


Some 


- _-v yo _ - ———I—m———_ 
o YL, # , 


eo "7 


Some who have well.confidexged All the 4t- 
terations and Additions then made by them 
( which amount to the Number of about 600.) 
are ſufficiently convinc'd, that if They had 
reaſon for thoſe changes, there is equal, it nor 
greater reaſon, tor ſome further Improvements. 


If They had foreſcen what has ſince come to 
pals, I charitably believe They would not have 
done all that they did, and-juſt ſo much and 
no more. And yetl allo believe, that if They 
had offer'd ro move much furcher, a Stone 
would have been laid under their Wheel by 
a ſecrer but powerful Hand. The Myſtery of 
Popery did even then work, and a Romaniſt 
has very frankly inform'd us of che Expecta- 
tion railed in that Party in the begianing of 

Loa the Sutnmer of LXI. (6b) © They had | Jug 
126,127,128 hopes cheriſhed in chem, of Liberty of Cort 
© ſcience, of the removal of the Sangui 
© and then of other Penal Laws, and of For- 
© ry Chappels to be opened for Thetn" in! and 
© about the Ciry of London. y, 


Much 
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; Much more is underſtood by thoſe who 


have penetrated into the deſign of a cerrain 
Paper, called commonly, T he Declaration of 


Sommer ſet- Houſe. 


The Enemies of this Commiſſion do ſeem 
to. grant a need of Reformation in the Canons 
( 4d) and Ecclefuaſtical Courts ; and They well un- ) &vics 
derſtand (and I wiſh from my hearr that their © * 
Charity were equal to their Skill, ) chat the 
Book called Reformatio Legum was long ago 
prepar, and has from that time, been very 
welt eſteemed, though nor authoriz'd and pur 
in execution. 


c is true, the preſent Church-men have gj- 
ven their Afſent and Conſent to the laſt Book 
of Common-Prayer; but even part of that 

ent is to the Preface of it, in which it is 
ſer forth that there are, in Churches, Circum- 
ſtantials which from time to time may admit 


of Alteration. 


Neither can any Man reaſonably think, that | 
when They Afented and Conſented to the uſe 
of 


.20 


(ec) Queries. 
Þ. 4 


(f)P. 


Diſcouffe concerning th 
of the Book, as containing nothing that was 
unlawful, They intended to declare, that eve- 
ry Thing in It ſhould be wnalterable. 


3. For the Alterations and Additions now 
intended, I verily believe they will conduce to 
the great good of this Church, though as it 
is, I am perſuaded it is the beſt:conſtituted Church 
im the World; and that the Perſon refle&ted on 
(e ) as writing thoſe words in a good mood, did 
publiſh no more than was his ſerrled Judgment. 


But the beſt Church is not abſolutely per- 
fet in all Circumſtantial Things, nor can' it 
ever be made ſo here on Earth. 


Iam in part of the Opinion of the Queriſt, 
(f) That the Prayers cannot be alter d fer the bet- 
ter by any meer human Compoſition. This ſeems 
to be true of the Confeſſions, at the beginning 
of the Service, and at the Communion, and of 
many other Forms : but it ought not to be 
ſaid of every Collett. Bur the great buſineſs 
as to the Liturgy, is the adding to ſome Of- 
fices, and preparing new ones which are want- 
ing, and the amending of Rubricks. 

| To 
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To inſtance publickly in any poſſible Alte- 
rations and Improvements, is unſeaſonably to 
prevent the Commiſſioners and Convocation. 
But T'me will ſhow, by the Particulars, thar * 
this Church may receive. Great advantage; and 
no prejudice, by That Work, which is, by ſome, 
ſo angrily, tho' cauſeleſly ſpoken againſt. They 
muſt pardon me if fo near after the men- 

ioning of them, I take notice of the French 
Papiſts who have, in ſo many of their late Ga- 
zetts, revil'd both the Commiſſion and the Per- 
ſons named in It. They are not apt to ſpeak 
ill of a thing that would do hurt to us. 


Good is intended, and may be done, to the 

benchr both of Conformiſts and Diſſenters (g). £) Quer pr 
ther intended 

Conformiſts who purpole to continue ſuch, f9rihe fakeof 
wall chk; be olad f the Houſe in which or the fa 
they reſolve to live and die, have all the feacers, ———4 
ſtrength and beaury added to it which can 9s enteio- 
be given Ic by + Commiſſion , Convocation, #*#* ? 
and Parliament. 


_- lth 


Niſcourſe concerning the - * 

As to Diſſenters, for ſuch as are either againſt 
All Forms , or ( whilſt . the Healing of our 
Breaches is under conſideration ) go on with 


(4)240. 1-3: freſh Ordiations, or (as the Quzrilt (a) relates the 


FV. 


Story of ſome in Northampton) like Novyatianus 
of da oblige their Communicauts to Vow or Swear 

n the Sacrament, that They will never return to 
the Communion of the Church of England ; we 
mult leave Them to God. Bexter things are 
ro be hop'd from ſome, atleaſt, of this Gene- 
ration, and from many more in the next. And 
if the Convocation do's its own reaſonable part, 
( as lam confident it will) ro make an Union 
among Proteſtants , let Thoſe look to Ic at 
whole door the Fault lies, in caſe the Separa- 
tion continues : They will ſurely be lefre with- 
out Excule. 


Now becauſe Things which may be dane, yer 
are riot to be done at a time —_—_— are 
not expedient ; Icis my apinion, that The Things 

in the node on ſhould, for thar 
Realon, be done now ; this being a fic junfhuee 
for the purſuing the Ends of It. 


That 


oY 1rſhacn; Commi (#1 s, : , 168g. 22 


That is true which the 2u.0/t ſays (b), and (5) Werp 
in part he makes it good by his own mumnee © Ef 
of writing , that the Paſſions of Mm + this 
tome .are in a vehement Fermentat1»; bar 1985 '0 
always in all Revolutions ; and "tis one greer 
buſineſs of the Parkamen! and (91109 ifi1994 to 
allay our Heats: but He chat wonld 2bate 
the Fever, may ſtay too long it he forbears 
to preſcribe till the Blood is quiet. 


Ic is again granted to him, that the Church 
at this titme has powerful Enemies (c). I think (2:3 Q 
it ſeldom is withour Them. Bur if ir do's 
its part in ſhowing a true Chriſtian Temper, 
I doubt-not but God will diſappoine their de- 
VICES, 

An Attempt is to be made towards an Union 
amongſt Proteſtants, and I humbly offer thoſe 
Realons to the Conhderation of better Judges, 
qr move me to believe thar This is the Time 
or Ir. 


Their Majeſtes have declared their deſires 
of it, 
D 2 The 


24 


A Diſconrſe concerning the 


The Houſe of Lords have given us their Senſe 
of it, in the Bill of Union. Bill was brought 
down to the Houſe of Commons, and had 4 
Place on the Table amongſt other Bills, till 
their Prorogation. Toleration is already grant- 
ed by Statute ; che Nature of which requires 
our utmoſt Application in order to the pre- 
ſerving our own People, and the bringing 
in of Diflenters, for the good of both. 


+ The Eyes of the World are upon us. All 
the Reformed Churches are in expe&ation of 
ſomething to be done which may make for 
Union and Peace. Greater numbers of the 
Iriſh and French Proteſtant Clergy are now 
here, than ever were ſince we were a Nation. 


We may conſult them with Eaſe, and not 
without Benehr. 


No Man can be wiſe too late : For Wiſdom 
would not delay what is neceſlary or expedient 
to be done beyond the due Seaſons of Action. 
After the Year Lxi, though there were ſome- 
times Writs if[ued out for the meeting of a Con- 
vocation, yet no Warrant could be procur'd - 

c 


the Support and Inprovement of the Church, du- 
ring the Reigh of King Charles the Second ; 
much leſs were we to expedt it from King 


James. 


Thoſe therefore, in my Opinion, do not 
give wholeſom Advice, who fay, Do nothing 
now, or As little as may be. Little or Much is 
not the Buſineſs, bur as much as is fit. And 
if One Opporguatey be neglected, it may di. 
courage the Powers that offer It, from vouch- 


ſafing Another. 


Upon the whole Matter, I have a threefold 
Requeſt to make. : Fo 


The Firſt is to thoſe Church-men to whom 
the Commiſſioners and Matters in the Com- 
miſſion are not fully known, and who may 
have conceived ſome Prejudice againſt Them, 
and the Work under their Hands, by means of 
any Letters, or Printed Pamphlers, containing 
uncharicable Miſrepreſencations, 4nd ſent abour 
too induſtrioully By Thoſe who are cicher 
Enemies to Peace, orPerſons employ'd to- 

wards 


wards the ing of Ic, or have a Zeal not 

according to XK! e, [heartily pray them, 
25- becomes their Holy Fundtion, 

would duly conſider both Things and Perſons, 
before they cenſure them, and torbear judging 
before the Time, leſt they offend God, and lead 
the People into an Error, out of which it will 
not be caſie to bring them afterwards. 


The Second is to the People. I earneftly 
beſeech Them not to give too open an Ear 
to any ſuch Cenſures of Things which they do 
not yet fully underſtand, and which, for ought 
they know, may prove a great Blefling to 
Them ; nor receive ill Impreſſions 
Men who, having with Judgment and Zeal, _. 
Firmneſs in both, endeavour'd to ſupport This 
Church in the late Diffcult Times, are not like- 
ly, _ any Account whatſoever, to betray ft 

e 


in 


The Laſt is to the Quzriit, whether he be of 
the Laity or the Clergy. I entreat him to make 
ſome Chriſtian Refleftions upon his Letter, 
and pioully to con{idgr whether - he hath _ 

en 


ccleſraſrieat Gommiſeon,”2%n. 1059 


been angry without Cauſe, judged raſhly, done 
to the Commiſſioners what he would not have 
had done to himſelf, and endeavoured to lead 
others into the like Offences, 
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APPENDIX 
Anno 25 Henrici O@avi. 
R Cop. 19- 


An A& concerning the Submillion of 
the Clergy to the Kings Majeſty. 


Here the Kings Humble and Obedient Sub- See. þ. 5. 
jets, the Clergy of this Realm of Exg- 
land, have not only knowledged according to the 
Truth that the Convocations of the ſame Clergy, are 
and always have been, and ought to be Aſſembled 
by the Kings Writ, 'but alſo ſubmitring themſelves - 
to the Kings Majeſty, have promiſed (i» Yerbo Sa- 
cerdotis ) that they will never from hencetorth pre+ 
ſume to attempt, alledge, claim, or put in ure or 
ena&t, promulge, or execute any new Canons, Con- 
ſtitutions, Ordinances Provincial, or other, or by 
whatſoever other Name they ſhall be called in the 
Convocation, unleſs the Kings moſt Royal Aſſent, 
and Licenſe may to them be had , to make, pro- 
mulge, and execute the fame, and that his Maje- 
ity give his moſt Royal Aſent and Authority in 
that behalf, &c, 


4 Ann, 
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Anno. 2. & 3. E. 6.< _ 


Hereof long time there hath bcen had in this 
Realm ot England, and in Wales, divers 
forms of Common Prayer, commonty called the 
Cervice of the Churcha that is to fay, the uſe of 
Sarum , of Tork, of Bangor, and of Lincoln: And 
beſides the fame, now ot late, much more divers 
and ſundry Forms and Faſmons have been uſed in 
the Cathedral and Pariſh Churches of Fxg/azd and 
Wales, as well concerning the Matrens, or Morning 
Prayer, and the Evening Song, as concerning the 
Holy Communion, commonly called the Maſs, with 
divers and ſundry Rites and Ceremonies concerning 
the ſame, and in the Adminiſtration of other Sacra- 
ments in the Church. And as the Doers and Fxec- 
cutors of the ſaid Rates and Ceremonies, in other 
Form than of late years they have been uſkd, were 
pleaſed therewith ; ſo other-not uſing the ſame 
Rites and Ceremonies were thereby greatly Offend- 
ed, And albeit the Kings Majeſty, with the advice 
of his moſt intirely beloved Unkle, the Lord Prote- 
Ror, and other of his Highneſs Council, hath here- 
tofore divers times aſlaied to (tay innovations, or 
New Rites concerning the Premiſies : Yet the fame 
hath not had ſuch good ſuccets as his Highneſs re- 
quired in that behalf, Whereupon his Highneſs by 
the moſt prudent advice aforeſaid, being pleaſed to 
bear with the frailty and weakneſs of his Subjects 
in that behalf, of his great Clemency hath not only 
been content to abſtain from puniſhment of thoſe 
that have offenced in that behalt, for that his High- 
neſs 


4 


nels taketh that they did of a good Zeal: Butalſoto 
the intent a uniform, quiet and godly Order ſhould 
be had c_— the Premiſſes, hath appointed the 


Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and certaim of the moſt” 


Lemned aud Diſcreet Biſhops, aad other Learned 
Men of this Realm, to conſider and ponder the pre- 
miſſes, and thereupon having as well Eye and re- 
fpett ro the moſt fincere and pure Chriſtian Religi- 
on tavghr by the Scripture, as to the uſages in the 
Primitive Church, ſhould draw and make one con- 
venicnt and mezt Order, Rite and Faſhion of Come 
mon and open Prayer, -and Adminiſtration of the 
Sacraments, to be had and ufed in his Majeſties 
Realm of Erg/aud, and in Wales, the which at this 
time by the aid of the Holy Ghoſt, with one uni» 
form agre-meat, is of them concluded , ſet forth 
and delivered to his Highneſs, to his great comfort 
and quietneſs of mind, in a Book Iatituled : The 
Book of the Common Pzayer, and Adminiſtra- 
tion of the Sacraments, and other Kites 
and Ceremoutes of the Church after the uſe 
of the Church of Logland. Wheretore the 
Lords Spriritaal and Temporal , and the Com- 
mons in this preſent Parliament Aſſembled , con- 
lidering. as well the moſt Godly Travel of the Kings 
Highneſs of the Lord Protector, and other of his 
Highnels, Council, in gathering and colleQting the 


ſaid Arch Biſhops, Biſhops, and Learned Mes together, 
az the Godly Prayers, Orders, Rites and Ceremonies 
in the ſfald Book mentioned, and the conſiderations 
of altering thoſe things which le altered , and re- 
taining thoſe things which be retained in the faid 
Book ; but allo the honour of God and great quiet- 
nels, which by the y__ ot God ſhall inſue upon the 
2 


one 
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See þ. 2. 


APPENDI 

one and uniform Rite and Order in ſuch Common 
Prayer, and- Rites and Extern Ceremonies to le uſed 
throughout England and in Wales, at Calice 114 the 
marches of the ſame, go give to his Highneſs moſt 
hearty and lowly thanks for the ſame, and hum- 
bly pray that it may be ordained, and enatted by 
lus Majeſty, with the Aſſent of the Lords and Com. 
mons in this preſent Parliament Aſſembled, and by 
the Authority of the ſame, &c. 


The Compilers of the Book of Common Prayer 


An. 3 Edw.6. 


Tho. Cranmer Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury. 

George Day Biſhop of Chicheſter. 

Dr. Goodrich Biſhop of Ely. 

Dr. Skip Biſhop of Hereſord. 

Henry Holbech Biſhop of Lincoln. 

Nicholas Ridley Biſhop of Recheſter. 

Thomas Thurlby Biſhop of Weſtminſter. 

Dr. May Dean of St. Pauls, 

Dr. Taylor then Dean, afterwards Biſhop of 
Lincoln. 

Dr. Haines Dean of Exeter. 

Dr. Robertſon Arch Deacon of Leicefler, afters 
wards Dean of Durham, 

Dr. Redman Dean of Weſtminſter, Mr. of Tri- 
nity Colledge, Cambridge, | 

Dr. Richard Cox then Almoner to the King, 
afterwards Biſhop of Ely. 

Fuller Church Hiſtory I. 7. p. 386. 


Reviewers 


Reviewers of the Common- Prayer 1558, . $4.4. 


Dr. Parker, Cox, Bill, Pilkington, Smith ite. Comb" Blix. 
bead, br hy CO En —R £11, p 


Compilers of the Articles of 1 562. MS, D.W 


Matthzus Parkerus Cantuarienfer. See Þ. 3. 
Edmundus Grindallus Lodi. 

Robertus Horne Wintonienſ. 

Richardus Cox Elieyfrs. 

Nicolaus Bullingham Lincolnieuſ. 

Thomas Bentham Lichfeildenſ. 

Joan. Jewellus SariſBurienſ. 

Gilbertus Barkley Bathonzenfis. 

Gulielmus Allen Exonienfrs. 

Joan. Parkhurſt Norvicesfes. 

Edwinus Sandes Wigernienfis. 

Joanes Scory Herefordenfis. 

Guliclmus Barlow Ciceftrenfis. 

Edmundus Gweſt Roffenfis. - 

Richardus Cheyney Gloceſtrenfrs. 

Edmondus Scambler Petriburgenfis. 

Rich. Davies Mexevenfis. 
Antonius Kitchin Landavenfis. 
Rolandus Merick Bangorenfts. 


Thomas Young Eboracenfis. 
Jacobus Pilkington Danelmen/. 


Joannes Beſt. 7 
Guliclmus Downam . 


By 
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By King James the Furſt. 


H. Loſran- Predlamation for the Authorizing an Uniformity of the 
po Apa fr A Book of Ry Prayer ta be wr Foo but the Rea'm. 
Lit, þ, 6- Some of thoſe who miſliked the Pate of Religion here F/tabliſh- 
Set þ. 3. ed held Aſſemblies without Authority, whom we reſtrained by a 
former Proclamation in 1he Month of October laſt, and gave In- 
timation of the Conference we intended to be had with as muth 
{reed as comceniently could be for the ordering of Theſe thmgs of the 
Church, hich accordingly follow d in the Month of January laſt, 
at Our Heneur of Hamprton-Ceurt, where before Our Seif, and 
Our Privy Counſel, were Aſſembled many of the grave#t Biſbops 
and Prelates of the Realm, and many other Learned Men,&Cc. 
March 5. In the firſt Yearof 
Our Reignof England, &c« 


14. Carol, 2. 


WE in the firſt year of the late Queen 
See Þ. 4+ Elizabeth, there was one Uniform Order of 


Common Serviczand Prayer, and oft the Admin.ſtra- 
tion of Sacraments, Rites aad Ceremonies in the 
Church of England, (agrecable to the Word of God, 
and uſage of the Primitive Church) compiled by the 
Reverend Biſhops and Clergy, ct torth in one book 
Entituled, The book of Common Praycr, and Ad- 
miniſtration of Sacraments, and other Rites and 
Ceremonies in the Church, of Exgiaxd, and enjoyned 
to be uſed by At of Parliament holden in the firſt 
year of the faid late Queen, Entituled, Av A for 
the Uniformity of Common Prayer and Strvice in the 
Church,and Adminiſtration of the Sacraments. —— —— 


——the Kings Majeſly (according to his Declaration 
of the five and twentieth of October, One thouland 


ſix 


ſix handred' and ſixty) gramed his\Commiyion arder 
rhe great Seal of England, to ſeveral Biſhops and other 
Divines to review the Book of Common Prayer, and to 
prepare ſuch Alterations and Additions, as they thought 
fit to offer ; And AFTERW ARDS the Convocations of 
both!the Provinces of Canterbury and Torkybeing by His 
Majeſty called and aſſembled ( and now fitting )His 
Majeſty hath been pleaſed to Authorize and require 
the Preſidents of the faid Convocations, and other the 
Biſhops and Clergy of the ſame, to Review the faid 
Book of Common Prayer, &c. 


TIS 
I —— 


The Nawes of the CouMiss1o0Ners, we p. x; 
A. D. 1689. 


Thomas Lamplugh Lord Arch-Biſhop of Tork, 
Henry Compton Lord Biſhop of London. 
Peter Mew Lord Biſhop of Winche/ter. 
William Lloyd Lord Biſhop of St. Aſaph. 
Thomas Sprat Lord Biſhop of Rocheſter. 
Thomas Smith Lord Biſhop of Carſlile. 
Fonathan Trelauny Lord Biſhop of Exeter. 
Gilbert Burnet Lord — on of 22, 
FHumfrey 5 Biſhop of or. 
Nicholas Stratford Lord Biſhop of Cheſter. 

Edward Stilli , late Dean of St. Pauls Londox, 
now Biſhop of Worceſter. 

Simon Patrick, late Dean of Peterborough, now Bi=- 
ſhop of Chicheſter. 

John Tillotſon D. D. Dean of Canterbury, 

Richard Meggot D.D. Dean of Wincheſter; 

Jobn Sharp D. D. Dean of Norwich, 

: | Richar & 
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Richard Kidder D. D. Dean of Peterboronrgh, 
Henry Aldridge D.D. Dean of Chrift-Church, Oxford. 
William Jane D. D. Regjus Profeſſor of Divinity in 

the Univerſity of Oxford. 

John Hall D.D. Margaret Profeſſor of Divinity in 
the Univerſity of Oxford. 
Foſeph Beaumont D. D. Regins Profeſlor of Divinity 
in the Univerſity of Cambridge. 
Fohn/Mountague D. D. and Mr. of Trinity Colledge 
in the Univerſity of Cambridge. 
ohn Goodman D. D: Ar nof Middleſex. 
illiam Beveridge D.D. Archdeacon of Colcheſter. 
John Battely D.D. Archdeacon of Canterbury. | 
Charles Alſton D. D. Archdeacon of Eſſex. 
Thomas Teniſon D. D. Archdeacon of Lo»doy. 
John Scott D. D. Prebendary of S. Pauls London. 
Edward Fowler D. D. Prebendary of Glecefter. 
Robert Grove D. D. Prebendary of S. Panis London. 
John Wilkams D.D. Prebendary of $. Pauls London. 


The EN D, 
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Books Lately Printed for Richard Chifwell. 
inions of ſome Modern Divines, concerning 


